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Marie Antoinette has been referred to as the original 
fashion influencer. Her tastes in fashion – and 
fragrance – swept through the court at Versailles and 
were slavishly followed by her courtiers. They also led 
to her downfall. But 250 years later, our fascination 
with this extravagant figure is undimmed, and is being 

celebrated this season with the fashion exhibition of the year, at the 
V&A Museum.

I had the great treat, for this issue, of researching Marie Antoinette’s passions. For clothes, jewels – 
and of course, for fragrance; this is a woman who had her own personal perfumer (although wasn’t 
averse to splashing out on fragrances from some of Paris’s other purveyors of scent, on the sly). Her 
story manages to be both poignant and outrageous, decadent and tragic, and personally I plan on 
making repeat visits to this stunning exhibition to dive even deeper into the rich detail of her life via 
the extraordinary treasures on display. But whether or not you’ll be joining me in making a pilgrimage 
yourself, I hope you enjoy reading ‘Marie Antoinette: Queen of Fashion & Fragrance,’ on p.13.

Visitors will be able to experience the scents of Marie Antoinette’s world, at the exhibition. Tasha 
Marks, of AVM Curiosities, designer of interactive scent-inspired art works for museums, has conjured 
up some some sublime aromas for us to smell, whisking us thorugh time and space to Versailles, 
reports Suzy Nightingale on p.24. With the arts consultancy Artphilia also bringing Pre-Raphaelite 
artworks alive through specially commissioned fragrances for the show ‘Scented Visions’ – first seen 
at Birmingham’s Barber Institute, and more recently at the Watts Gallery – perfuming exhibitions is 
clearly becoming A Thing. (And we’re thrilled about it.)

We’ve sniffed out this autumn’s most important scent ‘micro-trends’ for you. From misty perfumes 
that evoke steam through to sensual skin-scents, via juices that take their inspiration from flowing silk, 
we’re fascinated by how perfumers are conjuring these textures through their work. The wild card? 
You can’t avoid the current trend for lavender scents, wafting aromatically through the perfume halls. 
Turn to p.28 for insights.

And do make sure your nose is on standby for the biggest crop of fragrance launches in years. 
Perfume houses have been super-busy, creatively, and our noses have been doing overtime exploring 
all that’s new and exciting for the upcoming season. This is the biggest ‘crop’ of autumn fragrance 
launches that we’ve seen in five years, in fact – and we do like to think that the very best way to have 
your finger firmly on the pulse of the entire perfume landscape is via our quarterly Latest Launches 
report, which in this edition of The Scented Letter kicks off on p.48. 

Perfume blotters to the ready, readers!

www.perfumesociety.org @Perfume_SocietyThe Perfume Society ThePerfumeSociety



Edwina Ings-Chambers
Edwina is a freelance beauty and 
lifestyle journalist/editor based in 
London. She started her career at the 
Financial Times, moving on to Sunday 
Times Style and later YOU Magazine. A 
bookworm since childhood, Edwina 
enjoys storytelling, loves an archive, is 
often to be found watching a classic 
movie, and has an amateur obsession 
with film costume. On p.62, she writes 
about how the smell of paint always 
reminds her of her father, who died 
almost 30 years ago. 
@edwinaingschambers

Stephen Jones
One of the world’s most famous 
milliners, with a boutique/studio in 
Covent Garden, Stephen Jones has for 
45 years been purveyor of fab 
headgear to A-list celebrities, royalty 
and catwalk designers, believing that 
hats ‘add the exclamation mark to 
every fashion statement.’ With a deep 
passion for scent, he kicked off 
autumn’s fashion season by hosting a 
glittering soirée to launch Penhaligon’s 
The Cut, at Tramp, and on p.44 shares 
‘Memories, Dreams, Reflections.’
@stephenjonesmillinery
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Véronique Nyberg
This Paris-based perfumer – ‘A Working 
Nose’, on p.40 – has a Ph.D. in 
Chemistry and rose from raw materials 
quality control in Grasse to perfumer, 
now Vice-President of Fine Fragrance 
Creation at fragrance house MANE, 
where she leads the perfumer team. 
She has created standout fragrances 
for clients including Lancôme, Mugler 
and Paco Rabanne, and with a passion 
for nature, recently beckoned us into 
the woods with Bluebell & Wild 
Strawberry, for Molton Brown.
@veroniquenyberg_offical C
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Tasha Marks

Tasha Marks is an award-winning artist, 
food historian, and scent designer, who 
founded her multi-sensory practice, 
AVM Curiosities, in 2011, storytelling 
through taste and scent. A member of 
the British Society of Perfumers, Tasha 
has created immersive installations and 
olfactory experiences for the National 
Gallery, the Wellcome Collection, and 
most recently has conjured the world of 
Marie Antoinette for the V&A’s new 
exhibition. Tasha talks about ‘Scenting 
a Queen’, on p.24.
@avmcuriosities

Scented Letter is a free 
online/downloadable 

magazine for subscribers 
to The Perfume Society

THE

LETTER
scented

EDITOR   
Josephine Fairley 

jo@josephinefairley.com

DESIGNER  
Jenny Semple 
studio@jenny 

sempledesign.com

CEO/ADVERTISING  
MANAGER  

Lorna McKay  
lorna@perfumesociety.org

SENIOR WRITER  
Suzy Nightingale  

suzy@perfumesociety.org

BRAND RELATIONSHIP 
MANAGER 

Alison Pitcher 
alison@perfumesociety.org

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 
Maggie Alderson

CONTACT US  
info@perfumesociety.org 

07500-686122 

OFFICE 
41 Holmethorpe  
Avenue, Redhill,  
Surrey, RH1 2NB



Marie AntoinetteMarie Antoinette
QUEEN OF FASHION  

& FRAGRANCE
As the must-see exhibition opens at 

the V&A, we explore the doomed 
queen’s style and scent legacy
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finger on the pulsefinger on the pulse
SKIN, SATIN, STEAM, 

LAVENDER
Suzy Nightingale explores the 

micro-trends shaping the fragrance 
landscape this autumn
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THIS OBSESSION began with cult hit Escentric Molecules 01, 
perfumer Geza Schöen’s olfactive ode to the enigmatic ISO E Super 
molecule – at once creamy, musky, and ambiguous, its radiance 

undetectable to some, an addictive, nuzzle-worthy magnet for others. 
With the arrival of Glossier You, the movement shifted: no longer just 
about niche hits but a mainstream success, with the thrill of ‘smelling 
different on every wearer’, adapting to body chemistry for a finish that 
is uniquely personal. 

But now, far from being ‘barely-there’, many skin scents in this 
growing micro-trend now flaunt a naughtier streak. Dedcool Xtra Milk 
and Roberto Cavalli Serpentine, for example, take the promise of 
suppleness and slide it into a sultry territory – milky sweetness, velvet 
musks, creamy woods and suede, underscored by warm, iridescent 
ambrette. The genre rides the waves of gourmand trends, twining 
vanilla, salted caramel, cashmere woods and even almond notes with 
the tender, clean heat of musk. 

Others – like Diptyque Fleur de Peau or YSL Libre L’Eau Nue – coat 
supple iris and powdery woods with transparent musks that feel freshly 
laundered, then wrap it in the barest trace of cool florals for a scent that 
is ‘my skin, but elevated.’ This branch of the trend offers a seamless, all-
over sensation of clean comfort with just enough intrigue to make the 
wearer feel special, as if swathed in the memory of a lover’s embrace.

But skin scents are not always angelic. Perfume houses are pushing 
the genre toward sensual fantasy and a subtle suggestion of mischief. 
Recent launches evoke the golden touch of salacious trysts on tropical 
holidays, conjuring sunlit skin, solar notes and the seductive promise of 
bare shoulders in the breeze. Warm, almost edible undertones – think 
milk, almond, and pastry-like vanilla – are blended with salty ambergris, 
giving a sense of skin that is at once fresh from the sea and kissed by 
summer’s sun. 

Perfumers have a remarkable palette with which to achieve the 
glowing effect of living skin. ‘Second skin’ musks such as ambrette, 
Cetalox, Cashmeran, and that iconic Iso E Super lend their balmy, 
radiating texture, melding with orris butter, heliotrope, and sandalwood 
for a plush, creamy glow. Suede and white leather evoke the touch-me 
invitation of warm skin – delicate, close and purring against the senses. 
Milky notes, sweetened by vanilla or tonka, build a bridge to the wider 
gourmand trend, swaddling in comfort. The bracing tang of salt, a 
shimmer of ambergris, or the animalic breath of costus all conjure the 
living landscape of skin – tender, thrilling, and never quite tamed. 

These scents help us feel better in our own bodies, cocooned in 
gentle sensuality but with an irresistible wink of intimacy. Less invisible 
cloak, more a whispered secret made wearable, a fragrant confidence 
that simply begs to be drawn in close and hugged tight.

EAUX SO FASHIONABLE

SUZY NIGHTINGALE explores four 
of the scented themes we are seeing 
emerge, for the upcoming season. Is 
your finger on the pulse? 

A caress of warmth, a tingle of anticipation – the allure of skin scents endures because they 
offer the ultimate invitation to intimacy. Unlike perfumes that parade themselves in clouds 
of projection, these fragrances beckon huskily from off-stage, drawing admirers ever closer, 
searching for comfort, a secret spark, or confidence in our own skin... 

Autumn 2025

Skin

THE MICRO-TRENDS:

Thomas de Monaco 
Sol Salgado
Golden linden and 
mimosa drift over salt 
and sun, unfurling 
serenity like cotton 
on bronzed limbs. 
Heliotrope shimmers 
against ambergris, 
musks and vanilla 
smoke – the unending, 
cinematic glow of skin 
touched by heat, every 
exhale lingering as a 
memory of endless 
summers, desire, and 
radiant freedom.

BORNTOSTANDOUT 
Cuvée Skin
A soft sparkle of 
ambrette meets the 
effervescence of 
chilled champagne 
on bare skin. Vanilla 
orchid and tonka 
ripple through satin 
blonde woods and 
the supple hush of 
white leather. Luscious 
and intimate, this is 
skin’s rhythm – warm, 
teasing, the kind that 
tempts lips to touch.

4160 Tuesdays 
Tempest Rose
Solar aldehydes 
flash like sun on bare 
shoulders, swift as 
a gasp, then rose 
and jasmine entwine 
in a humid, musky 
embrace. The scent 
of pastries, warm 
skin, the slow heat of 
summer afternoons – a 
celebration of desire 
and freedom, veiled in 
playful radiance and 
rose-wreathed mischief.

‘ Perfumers have a remarkable palette  
         with which to achieve the glowing  
    effect of living skin’

2813

memories, dreams, reflectionsmemories, dreams, reflections

We discover that this revered 
milliner is as mad about scent as 
he is about creating couture hats

STEPHEN  
JONES

44
It Takes Me Right BackIt Takes Me Right Back

Beauty editor Edwina Ings-Chambers 
shares a poignant scent memory 

of her father’s D-I-Y

WHITE  
PAINT

62

a day in a fragrant lifea day in a fragrant life
A WORKING  

NOSE
Véronique Nyberg opens the door
 to her lab, revealing secrets of her 

creative life and inspirations

40
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counter culturecounter culture
POWDER, PIGMENT & 

PERFUME
Everywhere we look – and sniff 
– beauty brands are launching 
fragrances, reports Jo Fairley 
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