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editors LETTER

Isn’t summer all about flowers? It is for me, and
practically every perfume-lover and perfumer

that I know. So, when we discovered that Francis
Kurkdjian had been involved in the creation of a new
outdoor space at Versailles, “The Perfumer’s Garden’,

we knew that we had the perfect theme for this issue.

It got us wondering what perfumes do gardeners wear? So, for our lead feature on p.14, we asked

some of this country’s most celebrated gardeners and florists to share their favourite perfumes.

We also share recommendations for scented plants for your garden, and showcase a round-up of

i magnificent modern florals, for home and for the skin, that evoke gardens or even greenhouses — a
glorious trend in perfume and home fragrance, right now.

But if there’s one thing nicer than sitting in a garden, it's licking an ice cream while you do so. The
‘ other joyous mood in perfumery, currently, is a playful nod to the fruits and nuts and sweet treats

more usually found in a gelateria. This new wave of gourmand scents is never sickly or sticky, but

manages to be marvellously moreish, nonetheless — as Suzy Nightingale explores on p.36.

Only one perfumer is fortunate enough to have tuberose felds in his back garden. Travel with us to
f‘ the flower farm outside Grasse where Aurélien Guichard grows an increasing number of ingredients
y for his own creations, on p.42. And on p.32, meet another nose, 'rising star’ Delphine Thierry, whose
studio also happens to be set in a beautiful Provence garden. Who could fail to be inspired, working
in settings like theirs...?

There were plenty of foral scents chosen for this year’s ‘Smellfes’. National Fragrance Day is our
favourite day of the year, when so many of you share your love of fragrance via inventive selfies, reels
\ and InstaStories. See our favourites — including this year's winner, who composed a poem! — on p.26.

We’re cracking open an iced bottle of champagne at The Scented Letter HQ, meanwhile. The

magazine's team is celebrating another Jasmine Award, after Suzy's article ‘Time to Spray Your 5 a

Day’ scooped 'Best Practical Guide’ at 2023's glittering Fragrance Foundation Awards — deserved

recognition for her brilliant writing, which we're so pleased to showcase in The Scented Letter

and online at perfumesociety.org. Read the full line-up of winners — writers, fragrance houses and
‘ Consultant of the Year — on p.10. Congrats to one and all — but especially Suzy.

And it only remains for me to invite you to pour yourself a glass (or reach for a lolly), sit back — and
celebrate with us this fabulous, fragrant time of florabundance.
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BRAND RELATIONSHIP

Kate Mess

She's the face that launched a
thousand magazine covers and has
walked the catwalk for every leading
designer on the planet, but more
recently, Kate has gone on to launch

ToThonpson

Listed by House & Garden and
Country Life magazines as one of the
UK’s top 10 garden designers and
plantswomen, Jo has received four
Gold and five Silver Gilt Medals at

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
T her own very successful Kate Moss the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, and in
Agency, nurturing the careers of young : 2017 won the People’s Choice Award
EDITOR talent. Last year, at Harrods, she at the first RHS Chatsworth Flower
unveiled her debut skincare collection, Show. Based in East Sussex and
COSMOSS, including Sacred Mist Venice, she has a busy design practice
DESIGNER frégrance., focu§ed on balance and . creating outdoor spaces all over the
rejuvenation, mirroring a new phase in world. On p.58, Jo shares her
her life. Read her ‘'Memories, Dreams, ‘touchstone’ smell, the herb rosemary.
Reflections’ on p.40. @ COSMOSS @jothompsongardener
CEO/ADVERTISING
MANAGER
SENIOR WRITER

behind The Perfumer’s Garden, in the
grounds of Versailles, which you can
read about on p.14. While remaining at
the helm of his own perfume brand,
Maison Francis Kurkdjian — Baccarat
Rouge 540 is now one of the world’s
bestselling fragrances — Francis is now
also Dior's Perfume Creation Director.
@maisonfranciskurkdjian

MANAGER
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR Francis %Igﬁém D%ﬁw%kf
A world-renowned perfumer, Francis is After graduating from perfume school
CONTACT US a true ‘Renaissance man’: artist, ISIPCA, our 'Working Nose' Delphine
business leader, ballet dancer, (see p.32) made her name working for
gardener, designer of artistic leading fragrance houses in Grasse.
OFFICE installations and now the driving force Since she became an independent

perfumer, she has been highly in
demand in the niche fragrance
universe, creating for brands that
include Lubin and Masque Milano. As
a specialist in creating natural
perfumes, she recently worked on the
complete collection of ARGENTUM
fragrances for that apothecary skincare
and perfume brand. @inspiration.libre

The Scented Letter is produced for The Perfume Society by Perfume Discovery Ltd. All information and prices are correct at the time of going to press and may no
longer be so on the date of publication. © 2023 The Perfume Society. All text, graphics and illustrations in The Scented Letter are protected by UK and
International Copyright Laws, and may not be copied, reprinted, published, translated, hosted or otherwise distributed by any means without explicit permission.
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THE PERFUMER'S #SMELLFIE
GARDEN 2023

A WORKING GELAT-EAUX!
NOSE

MEMORIES, DREAMS, WHEN YOUR BACK GARDEN
REFLECTIONS IS A TUBEROSE FIELD
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